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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: IS, XF, PDVE, PBOR 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI LOANS TO WEST BANK BUS CO. - EQUAL RIGHTS? 

1 . THE LARGEST BUS RIMS IN NABLUS, JENIN, AND RAMALLAH 
HAVE RECEIVED A LOAN FOR 4.3 RPT 4.3 MILLION ISRAELI POUNDS 
(APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS) TO PURCHASE 
NEW BUSSES, ACCORDING TO A RECENT PRESS REPORT. THE LOAN, 

WHICH WAS APPROVED BY THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT AUGUST 29, 

IS FOR SIX YEARS AT TWELVE PERCENT RATE OF INTEREST AND 
COVERS SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL COST. 

2. ASKED WHETHER THE STORY WAS AN EXAMPLE OF "EQUALIZATION, "MFA'S 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE TERRI- 
TORIES GONEN TOLD US THAT IT WAS. BUT SAID THAT THE LOAN 

HAD BEEN IN THE WORKS FOR MONTHS. AS HE HAD ON PREVIOUS 
OCCASIONS. GONEN DOWNPLAYED THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S "EQUAL RIGHTS" POLICY. 
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